
 

 
Call for Papers 

Extras, bit-players, and historical consultants 
in media history. 
 
Share your work with us and put a spotlight on those who go unnoticed and 
unsung in front of the camera. 
 
Theme: Extras, bit-players, and historical consultants in media history 
Potential contributions: Papers, videos, films 
Submission deadline: 10 February 2017 
Date of the workshop: 17 - 18 July 2017 
Location: Potsdam, Germany 
Organization: Master seminar «Film extras and bit-players in media history,» 
Film University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF 
Workshop organizer:  Anna Luise Kiss, M.A. 
Funding: International Association for Media and History (IAMHIST) 
 
Why should you participate? 
 
We are looking for scholarly and creative works that further an understanding of the 
complex scope of extras, bit-part actors and historical consultants. 
Research dealing with acting is rather unbalanced and sometimes ambiguous. Major 
stars have, in many instances, received an overwhelming amount of scholarly 
attention; often, for much of the rest, although they constitute the bulk of those who 
have appeared before the camera, nothing is known. As for historical consultants, in 
general they are treated like bit players, or as nothing more than window-dressing. 
This imbalance should be addressed. The range of themes linked to extras and bit-
players is huge—one could focus on economic, psychological, film historical, 
aesthetic or socio-critical aspects. We hope to develop an understanding of the way 
extras and bit-players were hired, the conditions of their employment, the way they 
were treated, and the reception of their work. Your scholarly and creative 
contributions will broaden our perspective on extras, bit-players, and historical 
consultants in media history and make the workshop an effective platform for an 
exchange of insights from many parts the world.  
 
  



 

What is our rationale for the workshop? 
 
The concept of the workshop was developed in a film history seminar by research and 
teaching assistant Anna Luise Kiss and nine postgraduate students. The main aim of the 
seminar is to shed light on the way extras were employed during the period of the UFA 
(Universum Film AG founded in 1917), DEFA (German Film AG of the DDR) and the Studio 
Babelsberg, as it exists nowadays. Our research is just the first step towards the workshops’ 
design. It will be enriched by your contributions and subsequent discussion. The goal of the 
workshop is to offer high level scientific exchange and a hands-on perspective on this field of 
research.  
 
What is the structure of the workshop? 
 
Part of the workshop will include presentations on the use of extras in Babelsberg, the center 
of German film production for many decades. To balance and enrich this local orientation, 
we would like contributions focusing on extras and their treatment in other countries, both in 
the context of the studio system and/or independent production and including the treatment 
of historical consultants. 
The first day will include a Q&A session with a casting agent for extras and bit-players. A 
guided tour of the Film Museum Potsdam is also planned. On the second day, we will begin 
with a keynote by David Culbert, longtime editor of The Historical Journal of Film, Radio, and 
Television, IAMHIST, followed by additional presentations and discussions. Both evenings 
will include screenings of films about extras and bit-players.  
 
Application Procedure: 
 
We welcome submissions from advanced scholars, early-career researchers and doctoral 
students. Artists are also encouraged to participate. Paper proposals of 300 to 500 words, 
accompanied by a short biography (100 words), can be submitted via email 
(a.kiss@filmuniversitaet.de). Paper presentations should not be longer than 20 minutes in 
duration. From the papers submitted we will select nine works to be presented in the 
workshop. Acceptance will be announced by 10 March 2017. Cost of travel and 
accommodation are the responsibility of each participant.  
 
Please send your submission by 10 February 2017 to: 
 
Name: Anna Luise Kiss 
email: a.kiss@filmuniversitaet.de 
 
Contact Details: 
Anna Luise Kiss M.A.  
Filmuniversität Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF 
Marlene-Dietrich-Allee 11 
14482 Potsdam-Babelsberg 
phone number: +49 (0)331.6202-218 
www.filmuniversitaet.de 


