
Call for Papers 
CONSULTANTS, CRITICS AND THE AUDIOVISUAL INDUSTRY 
2016 Early Audiovisual Theory Conference 
“A hundred years of Film theory. Münsterberg and beyond: Concepts, Applications, Perspectives” 
29 June 2016 – 2 July 2016 
Leipzig, Germany 
http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/program 
 
Deadline: 15 November 2015 
 
AREA: Consultants, Critics and the Audiovisual Industry  
 
When the scholar Hugo Münsterberg was hired to investigate audience responses to the new medium of 
film, he was well paid and delivered a series of articles that were published in the trade press, gaining much 
attention. His work for Hollywood certainly pleased industry executives who wanted their medium to gain 
intellectual recognition. Producers sought middle-class respectability for a new ‘art form’. Yet Münsterberg’s 
work also provided an expertise that simply was not available within the film business. This arrangement 
was not to be uncommon in the history of film, radio, television and online media. From the early days of film 
to interactive network media, consultants – including experts in public relations – played an important role in 
legitimising content, often giving it a compliant ‘seal of approval’. While the industry provided much scope for 
original research, consultancy also sparked accusations of academics being for hire and thereby compro-
mising their integrity in pursuit financial incentives. Journalism played – and continues to play – an important 
part in the promotion of audio-visual media. Leading critics, in fact, could literally influence the success of a 
production by what they wrote before the film was released.  

 
Presentations may feature analyses of individual academics or critics, working for the film business, 
investigate the role of consultants, and take as closer look at the way journalists or critics influenced 
production from the early preproduction stages to the distribution, promotion and reception.  

 
Please submit your 200-word proposal by 15 November 2015  
On: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/call-for-papers 
Or send it via email to the address below. 
 
Area Chairs: Rüdiger Steinmetz, Tobias Hochscherf  
Institute for Communications and Media Studies  
University of Leipzig 
Ritterstr. 26 
04109 Leipzig 
Email: muensterberg.filmtheory2016@uni-leipzig.de 
 
Panel proposals for up to three presenters are also welcome. Please note, however, that each presenter 
must submit his or her own paper proposal. 
 
This area, comprising multiple panels, is a part of the 2016 conference on early audiovisual theory held at 
the University of Leipzig, Germany, and sponsored by the International Association for Media and History. 
Taking the publication of Hugo Münsterberg’s seminal study The Photoplay (1916) as a point of departure, 
the international conference will look at film and television theory. A century after the publication of Münster-
berg’s book, the conference seeks to look at audiovisual media from a broad variety of perspectives and 
disciplines. One of the keynote speakers will be Ian Jarvie.  
The conference will host a ceremony to celebrate Münsterberg’s achievements, who began his career as a 
professor at the University of Leipzig before going to Harvard. For updates and other information about the 
upcoming meeting, see the conference website: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/home.  

 
 



Call for Papers 
MEDIA THEORY REVISITED 
2016 Early Audiovisual Theory Conference 
“A hundred years of Film theory. Münsterberg and beyond: Concepts, Applications, Perspectives” 
29 June 2016 – 2 July 2016 
Leipzig, Germany 
http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/program 

 
Deadline: 15 November 2015 

 
AREA: Media Theory Revisited  
 
Audio-visual culture has always been accompanied with - and even shaped by - generalising ideas about its 
inherent characteristic and meaning. From the early days of film, intellectuals, practitioners and scholars 
have been discussing the inimitable properties or communalities of different media. It was not so long after 
Hugo Münsterberg published his book The Photoplay. A Psychological Study that scholars and critics from 
various European countries offered their theoretical ideas on film. In doing so, they focused on different 
aspects, including aesthetics, narrative possibilities, the relation of audio-visual images to specific socio-
cultural and political contexts and their eventual effects. 
 
This area investigates the role of media theory. It takes a fresh look at canonical theoretical works and looks 
at forgotten theorists, theoretical ideas and debates. Presentations may feature original analyses of 
individual texts or theorists’ works from a variety of angles. The area specifically welcomes papers that are 
based on primary sources (archival documents, contemporary journals, etc.) and/or the impact of theory. 
Proposals may include analyses of select theorists, the development of schools of thought, the dissemina-
tion of theory (e.g. in trade and specialist journals or academic writing), approaches to media social theory 
and ways to implement theory into practice. Topics of media theory not included in the above list are also 
welcome. International perspectives and comparative approaches are strongly encouraged. 

 
Please submit your 200-word proposal by 15 November 2015  
On: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/call-for-papers 
Or send it via email to the address below. 
 
Area Chairs:  Rüdiger Steinmetz, Fernando Ramos 
Institute for Communications and Media Studies  
University of Leipzig 
Ritterstr. 26 
04109 Leipzig 
Email: muensterberg.filmtheory2016@uni-leipzig.de 
 
Panel proposals for up to three presenters are also welcome. Please note, however, that each presenter 
must submit his or her own paper proposal. 
 
This area, comprising multiple panels, is a part of the 2016 conference on early audiovisual theory held at 
the University of Leipzig, Germany, and sponsored by the International Association for Media and History. 
Taking the publication of Hugo Münsterberg’s seminal study The Photoplay (1916) as a point of departure, 
the international conference will look at film and television theory. A century after the publication of Münster-
berg’s book, the conference seeks to look at audiovisual media from a broad range of angles and disci-
plines. One of the keynote speakers will be Ian Jarvie. 
The conference will host a ceremony to celebrate Münsterberg’s achievements, who began his career as a 
professor at the University of Leipzig before going to Harvard. For updates and other information about the 
upcoming meeting, see the conference website: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/home.  
 
 

 



Call for Papers 
MEDIA PSYCHOLOGY AND RECEPTION 
2016 Early Audiovisual Theory Conference 
“A hundred years of Film theory. Münsterberg and beyond: Concepts, Applications, Perspectives” 
29 June 2016 – 2 July 2016 
Leipzig, Germany 
http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/program 
Deadline: 15 November 2015 
 
AREA: Media Psychology and Reception  
 
From the early days of moving pictures, critics and film producers were interested in how the new medium 
influenced audiences. In order to gain a more thorough understanding, they often turned to the fledgling field 
of psychology. They were interested in individual cognitive and emotional responses as well as group 
reactions to the new medium – either to investigate the role of film in society or culture or, when it was 
sponsored by the industry to promote the success of films.  
 
This area investigates the psychological foundations of film reception studies. It addresses various forms of 
reception research from preview audiences, panels, focus groups, numerous forms of test marketing to 
more recent uses of social media and gaming. We are particularly interested in studies applying basic 
psychological concepts to practical reception phenomena. Proposals may include analyses of individual 
case studies, the development of certain methods (like physiological measures, eye-tracking, real-time-
response measurement etc.), the dissemination of results, the implications of reception studies on film 
marketing and production, as well as ways of putting psychological theory into practice.  

 
Please submit your 200-word proposal by 15 November 2015  
On: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/call-for-papers 
Or send it via email to the address below. 
 
Area Chairs:  Denise Sommer, Markus Schubert 
Institute for Communications and Media Studies  
University of Leipzig 
Ritterstr. 26 
04109 Leipzig 
Email: muensterberg.filmtheory2016@uni-leipzig.de 
 
 
Panel proposals for up to three presenters are also welcome. Please note, however, that each presenter 
must submit his or her own paper proposal. 
 
This area, comprising multiple panels, is a part of the 2016 conference on early audiovisual theory held at 
the University of Leipzig, Germany, and sponsored by the International Association for Media and History. 
Taking the publication of Hugo Münsterberg’s seminal study The Photoplay (1916) as a point of departure, 
the international conference will look at film and television theory. A century after the publication of Münster-
berg’s book, the conference seeks to look at audiovisual media from a broad variety of perspectives and 
disciplines. One of the keynote speakers will be Ian Jarvie.  
The conference will host a ceremony to celebrate Münsterberg’s achievements, who began his career as a 
professor at the University of Leipzig before going to Harvard. For updates and registration information 
about the upcoming meeting, see the conference website: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/home. 

 
 
 
 

 



Call for Papers 
HUGO MÜNSTERBERG – Life, Work, and Impact 
2016 Early Audiovisual Theory Conference 
“A hundred years of Film theory. Münsterberg and beyond: Concepts, Applications, Perspectives” 
29 June 2016 – 2 July 2016 
 
Leipzig, Germany 
http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/program 
Deadline: 15 November 2015 
 
AREA: Hugo Münsterberg – Life, Work, and Impact  
 
Only shortly before D.W. Griffith’s epic The Birth of a Nation received its premiere in 1915, Hugo 
Münsterberg saw his first film: Neptune’s Daughter (Herbert Brenon, 1914). Fascinated by the medium he 
has encountered, he wrote his groundbreaking theoretical opus The Photoplay. A Psychological Study from 
October to the end of December 1915. When it was published in the following year, the study received much 
attention as a new way to think about film as it, for the first time, established psychological criteria for the 
new medium. Münsterberg marks the first published example of reception studies in film. 
 
Presentations may feature analyses of individual films using Münsterberg’s ideas using a number of different 
approaches such as ontological considerations of film in comparison to other arts, film reception, the 
relevance of aesthetic and technical means of film, or the relevance of cinema’s mimetic ability as a medium 
that represents reality in various ways.  
 
Paper topics might include a number of approaches that examine Münsterberg’s life and work as well as the 
impact and possible application of his ideas. The area particularly welcomes interdisciplinary approaches.  

 
Please submit your 200-word proposal by 15 November 2015  
On: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/call-for-papers 
Or send it via email to the address below. 
 
Area Chairs: Rüdiger Steinmetz, Judith Kretzschmar, David Culbert 
Institute for Communications and Media Studies  
University of Leipzig 
Ritterstr. 26 
04109 Leipzig 
Email: muensterberg.filmtheory2016@uni-leipzig.de 

 
Panel proposals for up to three presenters are also welcome. Please note, however, that each presenter 
must submit his or her own paper proposal. 
 
This area, comprising multiple panels, is a part of the 2016 conference on early audiovisual theory held at 
the University of Leipzig, Germany, and sponsored by the International Association for Media and History. 
Taking the publication of Hugo Münsterberg’s seminal study The Photoplay (1916) as a point of departure, 
the international conference will look at film and television theory. A century after the publication of Münster-
berg’s book, the conference seeks to look at audiovisual media from a broad variety of perspectives and 
disciplines. One of the keynote speakers will be Ian Jarvie.  
The conference will host a ceremony to celebrate Münsterberg’s achievements, who began his career as a 
professor at the University of Leipzig before going to Harvard. For updates and other information about the 
upcoming meeting, see the conference website: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/home. 
 
 
 
 

 



Call for Papers 
REDEFINING THE BOUNDARIES OF CINEMATIC EXPERIENCE 
2016 Early Audiovisual Theory Conference 
“A hundred years of Film theory. Münsterberg and beyond: Concepts, Applications, Perspectives” 
29 June 2016 – 2 July 2016 
Leipzig, Germany 
http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/program 
Deadline: 15 November 2015 
 
AREA: Redefining the Boundaries of Cinematic Experience  
 
Cinema has always tried to reinvent itself. In doing so, filmmakers and producers embraced the latest 
technology, new forms of expression and marketing methods as well as original narrative strategies. 
Examples include the use of sound, colour, 3D, widescreen, immersive media environments, and current 
forms of streaming technology such as Netflix and Amazon.com.  
 
This area investigates the ways in which the boundaries of the cinematic experience have been redefined 
throughout the history of moving images: from early fair ground attractions to multiplex cinemas and 
contemporary developments. The area specifically welcomes papers that are based on primary sources 
(archival documents, contemporary journals, interviews, etc.). Paper topics may include case studies of 
films, screening facilities, distribution and promotion as well as the changing role of cinemas within global, 
national, regional or local contexts.  

 
Please submit your 200-word proposal by 15 November 2015  
On: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/call-for-papers 
Or send it via email to the address below. 
 
Area Chairs: Paul Lesch, Fernando Ramos 
Institute for Communications and Media Studies  
University of Leipzig 
Ritterstr. 26 
04109 Leipzig 
Email: muensterberg.filmtheory2016@uni-leipzig.de 
 
Panel proposals for up to three presenters are also welcome. Please note, however, that each presenter 
must submit his or her own paper proposal. 
 
This area, comprising multiple panels, is a part of the 2016 conference on early audiovisual theory held at 
the University of Leipzig, Germany, and sponsored by the International Association for Media and History. 
Taking the publication of Hugo Münsterberg’s seminal study The Photoplay (1916) as a point of departure, 
the international conference will look at film and television theory. A century after the publication of Münster-
berg’s book, the conference seeks to look at audiovisual media from a broad variety of perspectives and 
disciplines. One of the keynote speakers will be Ian Jarvie.  
The conference will host a ceremony to celebrate Münsterberg’s achievements, who began his career as a 
professor at the University of Leipzig before going to Harvard. For updates and other information about the 
upcoming meeting, see the conference website: http://www.muensterberg-2016.de/home. 
 
 
 


